
MISSION
In its third century, Nicholasville United Methodist

Church seeks to fulfill its mission to glorify God by:
• Inviting and leading people to Jesus
   and membership in His family.
• Developing Christlike maturity.
• Equipping all for ministry in the
   church and in the world.

In keeping with that mission, the church is launching
a remodeling and expansion project that will increase
accessibility for those with disabilities and will provide
more fellowship and classroom space for the church
and community.

THE NEED
The church needs to grow with the county.

Jessamine’s population, 39,041, grew 28 percent since
1990, 49 percent since 1980. The proposed building
project will help the church meet the requirements of its
current membership while providing a means for
attracting new members.

• The current building is a barrier to residents with
disabilities.  Currently, a wheelchair user cannot
move among classrooms, the sanctuary, and the
fellowship hall.

• The existing fellowship hall is deficient in size,
furnishings, storage, air conditioning, and kitchen
facilities.  Sunday school rooms are inadequate in
number, space, storage, and appearance.

• The youth room does not meet the needs of an
active group.  It is deficient in size, storage, security,
and appearance.

• The pastor and administrative staff are challenged
by poor space and other limitations.

• The music ministry is hampered by a lack of
rehearsal space. N
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Building with
      Community
            at Heart
Each man should give what he has
decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.   - 2
Corinthians 9:7

Nicholasville United Methodist Church is embarking
on a fund-raising campaign entitled “Building with
Community at Heart” to provide much-needed space and
building improvements for the church family and the
community.



HISTORY OF GROWTH
The history of Nicholasville is intertwined with

Nicholasville United Methodist Church.  The Methodist
minister, Rev.  John Metcalf, who founded the church
also founded the city.  The church, organized in 1798
and built in 1799, has been at the heart of the
community in a mission of faith that has expanded with
each turn of the shovel.

• 1846: The original frame building was replaced with
a new brick structure.

• 1886: Extensively remodeled church (at a $14,000
cost) was dedicated.

• 1921: Fire destroyed the church.
• 1922: Present sanctuary completed.
• 1963: The $65,000 education building was started

on the Powell land behind the church. It was
dedicated in 1968.

Forty  years have passed since major improvements
were made to our education and fellowship facilities.
Improvements have not kept pace with the development
of our programs and services.

STUDY AND PREPARATION
Hours of volunteer work has gone into planning and

designing the proposed building project.  In 1999, church
task forces and/or building committees studied our
ministries and facilities.  The study identified our needs
as: a larger, improved fellowship hall; additional Sunday
school rooms; new offices for administration and staff;
improved accessibility; exterior improvements; and
improvements to circulation flow.  Solutions were
investigated, space additions were calculated according
to needs, estimates were obtained and designs and plans
were formulated.  A charge conference in April 2002
adopted a plan to complete the expansion in phases.

PRUDENT GROWTH
The decision to expand and renovate was made

with careful consideration of needs and resources.  The
decision to move forward after our capital campaign will
be made with the same consideration.  The church will
not take from current ministry or operating funds to
finance the project.  The church will not incur long-term
debt with substantial interest costs.

THE FUTURE
The future of Nicholasville United Methodist Church and

its mission depends on the congregation’s solutions to the
needs.   Without the remodeling and expansion project, the
church will miss an opportunity to bring more people to Christ.
The church will risk stagnancy, if not decline, despite the
community’s growth in population.  The tie that has bound the
church to the community’s heart for two centuries could be
weakened if not severed.

THE CAMPAIGN
The capital fund-raising drive, “Building with

Community at Heart,” will generate the funds to pay for
renovation project’s phases.  Three-year financial
commitments, from 2003 to 2005, will be sought.  Every
household in our church will have the opportunity to
participate and share in this ministry.  The first step is
prayer.  We need prayer daily for the campaign, for
participants, and for this project.  Pray to determine the

extent of your involvement.  The campaign will
occur in a series of events:

• Information calls from July 28 to Aug. 13:
Members of the information team will call
each household.

• Praying the “stations” from July 1 to the
groundbreaking: Markers inside and outside
the church will show the location of new or
renovated rooms, so people can pray for the
project’s success.

• Informational materials from Aug. 22 to
Sept. 14: A series of informational materials
will be distributed to increase knowledge of
the project, its purpose and opportunities for
involvement

• Bible “Read In” from Aug. 31 to Sept. 7:
Individuals and classes will read the books of
the Bible on site.

• Information meetings from Aug. 18 to Aug.
23: Small gatherings in homes or at the
church hosted by the Information Team to
present and distribute campaign materials.

• Poster festival Aug. 31
• Student involvement Sunday Sept. 7
• Hospitality calls from Sept. 3 to Sept. 14:

Members of the hospitality team will call every
household in the church to encourage
attendance at the special event.

• Special event Sept. 21
• Response visits from Sept. 23 to Oct. 10:

Members of the response team will visit every
household from which a commitment was not
received before or during the special event.
The purpose is to receive commitments from
those who already plan to make them.

• Celebration Sunday Oct. 12.


